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May 1, 2020 

 

Dear ACS Families and Staff, 

 
Today, Governor Cuomo closed schools for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. While I have 

recognized this as a potential for the last few weeks, hearing the announcement was extremely difficult. 
Even though I do not have any new information from the last closing announcement, I felt compelled to 

address today’s announcement. We will continue to communicate and provide additional information in the 

coming weeks as we gather guidance from the State Education Department, Erie County Health Department 

and the Governor’s office.  
  

Alden CSD’s distance learning program will continue for the remainder of the school year.  Students should 

continue to engage with their teachers and their assigned academic work. I am so proud of the effort students 
have put forth, and equally impressed with the dedication of our instructional staff. I have had the 

opportunity to listen in on department and grade level meetings led by our principals and continue to be 

amazed at the creative and new ways that teachers are delivering instruction. Over this time, they have been 
challenged to think outside the box and reinvent learning for students that are not physically sitting before 

them.  

 

The last seven weeks have been difficult on all of us, especially those who have personal experiences with 
COVD-19. I do not know what the future holds or what schools will look like when we return, but I promise 

we will do everything in our power to ensure our students and our staff are safe.  

 
Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not address the Class of 2020. This time of year is traditionally emotional 

for Seniors and their families; the time we are currently living in has certainly magnified these emotions. 

Senior activities such as trips, class nights, prom and graduation will be impacted with the closing of schools 
through the end of June. Please know we are committed to doing our very best to postpone and/or alter 

activities, so that you are properly recognized and have an opportunity to celebrate your achievements. 

Your safety, as well as the safety of your loved ones must come first at this time. There are already several 

options in place for graduation and we will select one that follows public health guidelines as well as 
Executive Orders. Hang in there, take care of one another, and know we will be communicating the plan as 

we get clarity in the coming weeks.  

 
Go Bulldogs! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Adam Stoltman 

Superintendent of Schools 


